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mmm Designer-drugusetendstofoUowregion-
llll HjOll al and demographic trends. With all the
Wll high-tech choices, getting high can now

• ,nean getting feirly specific. The New Y(^
ods the clubS city m^tclub Bump! isn't named after tlw

goofy disco dance, says staffer Marc Beik-
ley. It's a tongue-in-cheek ref-
erence to a dose of ketanune
(street name: Special K), a surgi-
cal anesthetic much
ofthedub'smainly gay clientele

an to magi^ dance-
floor sensations like li^ts, mu-
sic and rhythm. The club has a
100-foot twisting slide lined
with flashing U^ts. Ifs called
the"K-Hole,"theslangtermfor
the episodes ofnumbed coniii-
sionthatketamine caninduce.

Head rush: San Francisco's
small but devoted DMT scene
is a f^ more set. The

^ orange powder causes aviolent
^ head rush that devotee Terence

flrjgj McKenna, author of"True Hal-
. '̂11 lucinations," says can be i^das an "epistemological toor to

understand the world. McKen-
na's trancelike public readings
attract hundreds of&ns. But if

Exotic subsunoas to fuel the night ANe« York City nightspot
harmacopeia
etamine) DMT DMT has a nasty side effect:
perhalfgram Cost $200 pergram total physical collapse. "You re
4weighUessness. supposed to have someone

ation: "oul-of-bod/ hallucmaUon PP ^ •
ainlyNewYorkgays Who Uses Senous psychonauts says Lon

DMA) Nexus {2C-B) Clark, 27, a rave lighting de-
I pill Co»t S25-S35 per capsule signer who's seen it smoked,
potion, euphoria Effect Giddiness, visu^ eflects advocates of the
ivers nationwide; Brit- Who Uses Denuens of dance clubs ^Jaim psycholog-
j soccer fkns in Cahfomia and Fionda benefits including eveiy

DMeth (methamphetanune) thing firom enhanced self-m^e
ounce Cost SB0-$120 agram toemotional insight. Scientists,

ol-like drowsiness Effect Long-IasUng manic energy however, know litUe about the
Body-builders. West Who Uses Formerly bikers/blue ^ , gggcts. Dr. George Ri-

ers collar, now West Coast ravers ofJohns Hopkins recent-
ly found signs ofdamage to the
nerves that release the neuro-

The New View From On High
Trends: Awave of drugs floods the clubs

Most americans react-
ed to the death of River
Phoenix in October with

at least a sigh of sympathy.
Among a certain set, though, it
sparked agrim curiosity. Early H|j||||^
press reports of the actor's
death by overdose mentioned
GH6, an obscure and danger-
ous steroid substitute occasion-
ally gulped down by West
Coast thrill seekers. Never
mind that according to a Los
Angeles coroner's report GHB
was not found in ^e actor's
body. And never mind, too, that
it's scarcely available outside a
few Los Angeles nightspots.
The hunt was on. "I'd never
heardofGHBbefore. Noone in
New York had," saida Manhat-
tan drug user last week. "This
month it's the only drug."

Even drug abuse issubject to Exotic SUD
the whims of fashion. It's not pi.-U I
that the old standards have quit wlUP I
the scene. Phoenix's death was spg(.|al K
apparently caused by a mixture $40-$i
ofmorphine, cocaine and other Effect App:
drugs. But members ofhis gen- disorientati
eration, mainly middle class Who Uses
and well educated, have turned g^stasy (
to other, more exotic highs to co8tS20-S
fuel their nights. Whether it's jntj.,
Ecstasy at raves or DMT to who Uses
launch the mind travel of sell- jgh ravers £
styled "psychonauts," there's
an alphabet soup of designer
drugs to choose fixim.^ Itsadu- gffgct
ferent culture ofuse," saysCar-
lo McCormick, an editorof the Coast club
New York trendsheet Paper
and a student of drug culture,
"These drugs are serving the
same fimction thathasexisted for 20years.
They're just specific to anew generation."

And they're in plentiful supply. Alexan
der Shulgin, a pharmacologist at the Uni
versity of Cahfomia, Berkeley, has re
searched 179 potential intoxicants in one
psychedelic chemical family alone, the
phenethylamines. Forced to play agame of
catch-up, last week the Drug Enforcement
Administration hastily added one ofthem,
2C-B, to its schedule of controlled sub
stances. But an informal survey last week
by Miami club personality Julian Bain
found that2C-B, sold under the name Nex
us, has already become the number-three
drug ofchoice in South Beach.
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Club Pharmacopeia
DMT
Cost $200 per gram
EffectExtreme perceptual alter
ation; "out-of-bod/' hallucination
WhoUsesSerious "psychonauts"

Nexus (2C-B)
Cost S25-S35 per capsule
EffectGiddiness, visualeflecls
Who UsesDenizens ofdancc clubs
in California and Florida

D Meth (methamphetanune)
Cost SB0-$120 a gram
Effect Long-lasting manicenergy
WhoUses Formerly bikers/blue
collar, now West Coast ravers

Special K (ketamine)
Cost $40-$50 per halfgram
Effect Apparent wei^tlessness.
disorientation

Who Uses Mainly NewYork gays

Ecstasy (MDMA)
Cost S20-S30 per pill
EffectIntrospection, euphoria
WhoUsesRavers nationwide; Brit
ish ravers and soccer fans

GHB
Cost $20 per ounce
Effect Alcohol-like drowsiness
Who Uses Body-builders. West
Coast clubgoers

aru{^. i'ic wiuio t""" — ° , ,

ings of empathy and togetherness coupled
with an up-all-night amphetamine rush.
Despite nine MDMA laborato^
1992 the Department ofHealtli and Hu
man Services reported 236 emergency-
room visits involving the drug that year.

Medical Center in Torrance, Cahf., mr^
month, will seek to determine the (Sn^ii
toxic effects on the body. That's Infonn^i^
from which young clubgoers could proD|̂

Patbick Rocbm
Peter Katel tnAlliiiH


